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Hurricane Preparedness,” Robert J.
Meyer, Journal of Risk and Uncer-
tainty (forthcoming)

PSYCHOLOGY
Awe's Good as It Gets

Feeling a sense of awe causes peo-
ple to feel less rushed and impa-
tient—and, at least briefly, happier
-about their lives.

Researchers induced awe in par-
ticipants through various means, in-
cluding watching televised scenes of
waterfalls, astronauts in space, and
whales, and reading about gazing
out over Paris from the Eiffel Tower.
(Control groups watched people get-
ting showered with confetti and
other scenes.)

People primed to feel awe re-
ported less of a sense that “time is
slipping away” and a stronger belief
that there was enough time to get
things done. They also reported a
greater willingness to volunteer for
charity and expressed a preferente
for “experiential” goods, such as
movie tickets, over material objects
of identical value (say, a $10 voucher
for gasoline).

“Awe Expands People’s Perception
of Time, Alters Decision Making, and
Enhances Well-Being,” Melanie Rudd,
Kathleen D. Vohs and Jennifer Aaker,
Psychological Science (forthcoming)

LAW
Punishing Politics

Consciously or not, judges in
Washington state take heed
of elections, research sug-
gests: The severity of
sentences they give out
for serious crimes rises
significantly from the
start of their terms
to election day.
The study ex-
amined data for

 GLOVES WITH A SMART FIT

-leable plastic. Wear-

Virtual-reality gloves
have come a step
closer: Researchers
have succeeded in
creating  semicon-
ductors with the
flexibility of rubber—
and embedded the
circuitry into skinlike
sleeves that can be
slipped onto finger-
tips.

The circuitry, from
gold and silicon mesh
one micron thick, was
affixed to thin, mal-

CIRCUITRY
on fingers
could simulate
sensations of
pressure and
texture—and
help surgeons.

ers of these “smart
fingertips” can expe-
rience artificially gen-
erated touch and tex-
ture, via electrical
stimulation. Re-
searchers, including
engineers from the
University of lllinois
at Urbana-Champaign and Northwestern University, also envision incorporating various
sensors into this second skin. They foresee, for example, gloves for cardiac surgeons
that take EKG readings directly from exposed heart tissue.
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roughly 30,000 cases, from 1985
through 2006, focusing on the kinds
of violent offenses that get press at-
tention.

Controlling for plea bargains
and for the defendants’ criminal
histories, the authors identified
a 10% rise in sentence length
from the start of a judge’s term
to the election (or, for judges
who ran unopposed, to
the filing deadline for
running, several

months earlier).
Much of the differ-

ence could be explained by judges’
imposing sentences above maxi-
mums recommended by official
guidelines. Retiring judges didn't
punish more harshly as their terms
progressed.

“Crime, Punishment, and Politics:
An Analysis of Palitical Cycles in
Criminal Sentencing,” Carlos Berdejé
and Noam Yuchtman, Review of Eco-
nomics and Statistics (forthcoming)

P See more from Christopher Shea
at the Ideas Market blog,
blogs.wsj.com/ideas-market.

Your Ancestor Date a Neanderthal?

Oliver Munday (risk, law);John Rogers/University of lllinois'at Urbana-Champaign



