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In Osman Ataman’s living room of
the future — a decade or so in the
future, he thinks — there’s no TV set,
no stereo, no media center computer,
nary a lamp.

The paintings and family photos on
the walls can change at will, not to men-
tion the wall color. So can the location
of the windows.

Because the walls and windows will,
in essence, be computers made of
materials, flexible and strong, laced
with microelectronics.

“You're sort of living in a Pennum
is the way University of Illinois Pro-
fessor John Rogers, Ataman’s collabo-
rator on a project to develop
technology for such “smart walls,” put
it. He was only half joking.

“We’re going to create a habitable
computer,” said Ataman, a UI architec-
ture and design professor. “It includes
all the electronics. Lighting is included,
the color ... all the electronic devices.
The windows are also user-defined.” -

“It’s going to be your partner,” he
added. “It’s going to be like a living
organism. The technology is going to be
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University of lllinois Professor Osman Ataman holds an electronlcs-lmbedded glass panel that can be manlpulated
with the flick of a switch. ~ ; -

completely imbedded. You re not going
to see it.”

Ataman showed a square of material
that looks like a plece of window glass
with a wire running out the bottom con-
nected to a switch box. Move a switch
on the box and the glass is clear. Move
it again and the glass becomes opaque,
or pretty much any state in between.

“You'.can turn small regions on and
off in"any pattern you want,” Rogers

-said.

The idea is to imbed such capabilities
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